
Immaculate Conception 
Roman Catholic Church 

Father Herbert T. Burke, Pastor 

Reverend Mr. Andy Cilone, Permanent Deacon       Sharon Date, Parish Secretary 

Reverend Mr. Dave Faunce, Permanent Deacon,     Parish Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri 

          9:00am-4:00pm 

        

Weekend Masses 
Saturday,  5:00pm 

Sunday,  9:00am, 11:30am, and 3:00pm(Español) 
  

Weekday Masses 
Monday,  9:00am  (Chapel) 

Wednesday, 7:00pm  (Church) 
Thursday, 12:10pm  (Chapel) 
Friday,  12:10pm  (Chapel) 

  
Rosary and Benediction 
Thursday,  7:00pm  (Chapel) 

  
Eucharistic Adoration 

Thursday,  12:30pm-8:00pm (Chapel) 
Friday, 12:30pm-1:30pm (Chapel) 

Saturday,  4:00pm-5:00pm (Church) 
Sunday, 8:00am-9:00am  (Church) 

Sunday,  10:30am-11:30am (Church) 
Sunday,  2:30-3:00pm (Church) 

  
Nocturnal Adoration  

Second Saturday of the Month, 
10:00pm—6:00am  (Chapel) 

  
Confession 

Saturday,  4:00pm-5:00pm 
Wednesday, 6:30pm-7:00pm 
Or anytime by appointment 

Welcome to our Parish!  

We welcome all visitors and newcomers to our 

parish family. If you need any information  

regarding instruction in the Catholic Faith,  

Baptism, First Communion or Matrimony, please 

contact Deacon Andy Cilone at 828-245-6219. 

November 13, 2022 

32nd Sunday in Ordinary 

Immaculate Conception Roman Catholic Church  ~  1024 West Main Street  ~  Forest City, NC  ~  28043 

“For the day is coming, blazing like an oven, when all the proud 
and all evildoers will be stubble, and the day that is coming will 
set them on fire...But for you who fear my name, there will arise 
the sun of justice with its healing rays.”         Malachi 3:19-20 



33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
November 13, 2022 ~ Bulletin No. 46  Vol. XXXVIII 

WEEKLY CALENDAR  ~ November 12-20, 2022  

 Sat 
12 

Saint Pope Martin I 5:00pm 
  

Mass for ROS Dr. Robin Pendleton by Dianna Pendleton 
  

 Sun 
13 

27th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  

  

9:00am 
11:30am  
 7:30pm 

Mass for ROS All Deceased Carmelites 
Mass for the Parish  
 AA Meeting, call  Floyd Kunkle at 289-6336 for information    

 Mon 
14 

Saint Laurence O’Toole 9:00am 
7:00am 

Mass for ROS Rubiela Cuadros by Mario & Alba Hernandez 
Men’s Prayer Group 

 Wed 
16 

Saint Gertrude the 
Great 

7:00pm 
 10:30am 

Mass for ROS  Jim Wantuch by Nick & Kathy Cenova 
Prayer Group, Parish Hall 

 Thurs 
17 

Saint Elizabeth of 
Hungary 

12:10pm 
1:00pm 
7:00pm 

Mass for ROS Eulalia Martinez Jimenez by Lori Harris 
Eucharistic Adoration, Chapel 
Rosary and Benediction, Chapel  

 Fri 
18 

Saint Rose  
Philippine Duchesne 

12:10pm 
7:00am 

Mass for Richard Thelen, Happy 85th Birthday by Joe & Jamie Thelen 
Men’s Prayer Group 

 Sat 
19 

Saint Pontian 5:00pm 
  

Mass for  the Parish 

 Sun 
20 

28th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

9:00am 
11:30am 
7:30pm 

Mass for Special Intention, Thanks for Answered Prayers by Karen Greene 
Mass for ROS Al Urban by Barbara Urban 
AA Meeting, call  Floyd Kunkle at 289-6336 for information    

From the Holy Fathers  

  
“It is an important duty of ours to pray for the dead 
because although they may have died in graces and 

friendship with God, they may still be in need of a last 
purification in order to enter into the joy of heaven.” 

 
~ Saint John Paul II ~ 

Wisdom of the Saints 
  

“The holy souls in purgatory are our 
friends. If everyone had to adopt a holy 

soul to pray for, purgatory would be emp-
tied in no time.” 

 
~ Saint Gertrude ~ 

November 14:  Ladies Guild Meeting, 10:00am, Parish Hall 
 
November 17-18:  24-Hour Adoration, starting after the 
12:10pm Mass on Thursday, November 16th, ending just before 
the 12:10 Mass on Friday, November 17th. 
 
November 19:  Parish Council Meeting, 11:00am in the Par-

ish Hall 
 
November 20th: Second Collection-Campaign for Human Development 
 
November 21: Prayer Shawl Ministry, 10:00am, Parish Hall 
 
November 24: Thanksgiving; Mass at 10:00am. 
  
November 24: Deacon Andy’s Birthday 
  
November 27:  First Sunday of Advent 
  
December 3: Christmas Bake Sale, Frozen Entrees and Raffle Baskets; more 
information to come, but buy your tickets NOW! Sponsored by the Ladies Guild 
 
December 11: Second Collection: Religious Retirement 
 
December 17: Knights of Columbus Christmas Give-away 
 
December 17: Carmelite Day of Recollection, 9am-4pm, School Building 
  
December 18: Filipino American Christmas Party: 2pm -6pm. Pot luck supper 
and all are welcomed.  
  

For Annulment Information Contact: 
Rachel Harrill 1-828-447-1908 or 

 Email: reharrill@rcdoc.org.  

COLLECTION CONTRIBUTIONS 
Parishioners have the option of making their  

contributions online through the following link:  
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/

immaculateconceforestcity 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

1st Sunday 
(November 6) 

Yokefellow  
Sunday 

Peanut Butter 

2nd Sunday 
(November 13) 

Hospice  
Sunday 

Ensure, any  
flavor 

3rd Sunday 
(November 20) 

Hands of 
Hope  
Sunday 

Children’s  
diapers, any size 

COLLECTION INFORMATION FOR 11/6/2022 
 Regular Offering: $8,160.00 
 Building Repair Loan: $320.00 
 All Saints Offering: $573.00 
 Seminarian Education: $2,228.00 

mailto:reharrill@rcdoc.org


 Pray for Our Troops, in Particular... 
LCDR Stuart Whitaker;  

John Escalera, also in the Navy 
  

Please consider adding the name of someone you love to our 
prayer list for our Troops. Email to pjwlmg@gmail.com 

Prayers for the Sick 

Mary Absher, Cynthia Beam,  Wade Boswell, Tom Burke,  
Father Burke,  Jorje Carcamo, Melissa Chandler, Joann Colini, 

Sabrina & Kevin Collier, Michelle Contreras,  
Claire Daigle, Matthew Daigle, Lana Dalton, Claudia Dodril,  

Priscilla & Larry Dorr, Robert DuCharme, Carol Faunce,   
William Gaboda, Emanuel Garcia, Cathy Gold,  

Silvestre Gonzalez, Nancy Goulet, Joanne Harrelson,   
Sean Haugh,  David Hernandez, Julian Hernandez, Janet Hill, 
Clare Jablonski, Kate Johnson, Erlinda Judson, Peggy Keyes, 

Jared Krantz, Alice Lee, Jean Linder, Ed Long, Jeff Lugo,  
Wilson Mancipe, Diane McEnnerney, Esther Mendoza,   

Gloria Millette, Alan Murfitt, Maria Parra, Richard Rance,  
Bonnie Rackley,  Joe Rockholt,  Nathan Ryback, Bill & Anthony 

Saladino, Cassie Schmanski, Gloria Sears, Linda & Keith See, 
Ellen Spear, Teri St. John, Beth Ann Stamper,  Cole Suhy,  

William Szabo, Gladys Talley, Chris & Mark Tavernia,  
Sharon Taylor, Russ Tobine, Federico Trejo 

Back Pack Program is back in motion… 
 
and donations are needed to help these children 
in need. Please leave donations in the basket in 
the back corner of the parish hall. We have a list 
on the basket of the items needed, please refer 
to this list before donating. We have received 
many items that cannot be used for the program. 
Thank you.   

 
Individual serving items    *  NO glass containers  *  Pop-top containers 

 
Canned meats (chicken, tuna), peanut 
butter, Ravioli, beanie-weenies, Spaghetti-
O’s, Vienna sausages, canned fruit or multi
-pack cups, Breakfast bars WITHOUT  
peanuts, Instant oatmeal or grits, pudding 
cups, canned soup/stew or chili, Single-
serve crackers packs, raisins or pretzels, 
100% fruit roll-ups, Pop Tarts, 100% fruit 
juice packs, individual-size low-sugar  
cereals, individual size macaroni & cheese 
 

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society  
appreciates your donations. 

 

 

 

 

 

Knights of Columbus 
Christmas Giving 

 
The  Knights of Columbus are asking for donations 
for our annual Christmas toy, coat, and family meal 
giveaway. This year's giveaway will happen on De-
cember 17 from 10 am to 2 pm.  
 

We are in need of: 

•  new unwrapped toys for children from ages of 1 to 14,  

• new or gently used girls and boys coats for children and teens,  

• and monetary donations to help pay for the food we will be buying 
for families in need.  

Please contact Deacon Andy Cilone or Grand Knight Pete Siviglia with any 
questions or where and when to drop off donations. Thank you for your 
help!  
  

A Special Thank You… 
 
...to all the parishioners who helped to make the events of this 
past week a wonderful experience for all of us. This includes 
those who planned and arranged the Sanctuary, the flowers, 
the programs, the transportation of the Pilgrim Image of Mary, 
Mother of God, to those who spent hours in Adoration to the 
Blessed Sacrament, to those who stood guard to guarantee 
safety for everyone. 
 
As a result, we had a blessed visit with Mary on her pilgrimage 
throughout the diocese, and a very special 50-Hours of Eucha-
ristic Adoration 
 

Ladies Guild Christmas Bake Sale  
and Basket Raffle 

Saturday, December 3, 2022 
  

That sounds like it’s way, far off, BUT… 
Forget about the delicious cakes, pies, cookies, and forget the 

delicious frozen entrees of soups, sauces and quiche...for now! 

  
Tickets are available in the Narthex, 

Before and After Mass 
$5 per ticket/5 tickets for $20.00 

  

Bakers and Chefs 
 
We need help with donations 
of homemade baked goods 
and frozen entrees for the  
Ladies Guild Christmas Bake 
Sale on December 3rd.  
 

Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex. 



November is the month of the Holy Souls in Purgatory  
The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us that “All who die in 
God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are in-
deed assured of their eternal salvation; but after death they un-
dergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter 
the joy of heaven. The Church gives the name Purgatory to this 
final purification of the elect, which is entirely different from the 
punishment of the damned.” (CCC ¶1030)  
 
How do we know Purgatory really exists? One indicator in Scrip-
ture gives us a clue. “Turning to supplication, they prayed that the 
sinful deed might be fully blotted out. The noble Judas exhorted 
the people to keep themselves free from sin, for they had seen 
with their own eyes what had happened because of the sin of 
those who had fallen. He then took up a collection among all his 
soldiers, amounting to two thousand silver drachmas, which he 
sent to Jerusalem to provide for an expiatory sacrifice. In doing 
this he acted in a very excellent and noble way, inasmuch as he 
had the resurrection in mind; for if he were not expecting the fall-
en to rise again, it would have been superfluous and foolish to 
pray for the dead. But if he did this with a view to the splendid 
reward that awaits those who had gone to rest in godliness, it was 
a holy and pious thought. Thus he made atonement for the dead 
that they might be absolved from their sin.” (2Maccabees 12:42-
46)  
 
The thing to remember is that purgatory is temporary. It is where 
we go for purification and preparation for entrance into heaven. How hard is the purification process? You might think that is an impossible 
question to answer. However we have the writings of several saints that give us an idea. And while we do not have to believe these private 
revelations to these saints, their consistence makes it hard not to. Here are just a few examples.  
 
Saint Lutgardis, a Benedictine mystic from the 13th century, wrote of an apparition she received from Pope Innocent III after he died. He 
told her several things. He thanked her for her prayers during his lifetime and he told her he was in trouble. He hadn’t gone straight to 
heaven; he had gone to purgatory. He told her that he was suffering purgatory’s purifying fire. He also said that his purification would last 
for centuries unless Lutgardis helped him, in the name of Our Lady.  
 
Saint Margaret Mary shared the pains of a Benedictine priest in purgatory for three months. She wrote that she “felt like having one side of 
my body wrapped by flames, and crying nearly continuously for three months.” There was also a woman who appeared to Saint Margaret 
Mary, a religious who was in purgatory. She told Margaret Mary of the incomparable, atrocious pain she was suffering.  
 
Saint Gertrude saw her brother’s soul in purgatory. He looked like a toad because in his life as a religious, he didn’t always raise his mind to 
god, and at times he was disobedient. But he told her that he could be helped by her sufferings offered toward his. So what can we do to 
help the souls in purgatory? For one thing, prayer. Saint Gertrude’s Prayer for the Souls in Purgatory is said to be very powerful: Eternal 
Father, I offer thee the most precious blood of Thy Divine Son, Jesus, in union with the masses said throughout the world today, for all the 
Holy Souls in purgatory, for sinners everywhere, for sinners in the universal church, those in my own home and within my family. Amen. Ac-
cording to the story, Jesus showed Gertrude a large number of people leaving heaven as a result of her frequent use of this prayer.  
 
Saint Frances of Rome, in her visions of purgatory, saw that there were three levels. The lowest was like a vast burning sea. The middle 
level was not quite as bad, but still unpleasant. The highest level held those closest to moving up to heaven, and their experience was feel-
ing the loss, and yearning to be in the presence of God. The souls in purgatory know that they will get to heaven, eventually.  
 
One more helpful thought, there are also saints who have told us that the prayers of people for the souls in purgatory are extremely help-
ful because these prayers are freely given. Other saints have said that when we pray for a soul in purgatory they see us at that instant, and 
are strengthened just knowing that we are praying for them.  
 
One last example. A priest-friend of Saint Teresa of Jesus had just died. God revealed to her that he would remain in purgatory until a Mass 
was said for him in a new Carmelite house that was being built. To shorten the time, Teresa had a quick-built chapel erected. A Mass was 
said, and during Communion, Teresa saw a vision of the priest thanking her as he entered heaven.  



Patron Saint of the Souls in Purgatory 
: Saint Nicholas of Tolentino 

 
Saint Nicholas of Tolentino is the patron saint of the Souls in Purgatory. 
His feast day is September 10th, but because November is the month of 
the Holy Souls, this is a good time to pay some attention to this special 
saint. 
 
Nicholas Gurutti was born into a poor family in 1245 in Sant’Angelo, Pon-
tano, Macerata, Italy. As a youngster, he was quite devout, and in his  
teens, he joined a recently formed religious order of mendicant friars 
called the Augustinians. Within a few years he was ordained as a priest. 
 
As his vocation matured he became known as a great preacher and con-
fessor, but his true calling was to minister to a parish and care for the 
poor. His generosity was so large that frequently the other friars in the 
priory had to do without so that the poor would have food to eat. 
 
He was also known as a healer and miracle worker. So many miracles 
were attributed to Saint Nicholas that when the time came to work on 
his canonization, there were 301 known miracles to research. Words he 
often said while working the healings attributed to him point to his firm 
faith: “The Good God will heal you.” 
 
His life in his Augustinian community was lived simply. He did any work 
that was assigned to him, no matter how lowly. He practiced austere 
fasting and penances. He was even said to have slept on the ground, 
using a rock for his pillow. 
 
As the years went on, Augustinian traditions tell us that he also suffered 
torments from the devil. At night the devil would make noises of wild 
animals, and other frightening screams and wails. The devil would also 
beat Nicholas and drag him into various rooms in the priory and leave him there to be found by the other Augustinian friars. These actions 
may sound strange to us today, but evil presents itself to us in many ways. 
 
Considering that November is the month of the Holy Souls in Purgatory, it is time to mention why Saint Nicholas of Tolentino was named 
their patron by Pope Leo XIII in 1884. This is just one of the many recorded recollections. 
 
One night, Nicholas was awakened by a scream. “Nicholas, man of God, look at me.” The voice was that of the soul of Friar Peregrino, a 
deceased Augustinian religious known to Nicholas. His soul was in Purgatory to be purified from his sins. He asked Nicholas to celebrate a 
Mass for the Dead to relieve him of the flames that tormented him. He also showed Nicholas the souls of others, including priests and 
nuns, who were also suffering in Purgatory. 
 
Nicholas was given permission by his supervisor to offer seven Masses for the souls in purgatory. At the end of the seven days, Friar Pere-
grino returned to tell Saint Nicholas that he and a large number of his comrades were now in heaven. 
 
This was not the only instance where Nicholas of Tolentino interceded for the souls in Purgatory, but it serves to show the power of prayer, 
especially the immense impact of having a Mass prayed for a deceased person. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Prayer for the Holy Souls. 

 
We ask St. Nicholas of Tolentine, Augustinian Friar and Patron of the Souls in Purgatory, to intercede on our behalf for friends or loved ones 
who have died. O Lord, God of holiness and light, you do not allow any shadow of darkness or evil in your sight and so in your mercy you 
grant to those who have left this world burdened with sin, time of purification, applying to them the spiritual treasures fo your Holy 
Church. Hear my prayer and through the merits of Christ, the Blessed Virgin, the Saints and all your faithful people bring to an end this time 
of waiting for our beloved dead, especially for ___________________. In your providence you have chosen Saint Nicholas of Tolentine as a 
special intercessor on behalf of the departed; hear also his fervent pray for those whom I recommend to you through his intercession. 


